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be dipped in a solution composed of 1 gallon of water, 2 ounces of flowers of sulfur, and 1 ounce of soap. All ingredients should be mixed thoroughly and stirred continually while the birds are being dipped. Submerge the bird up to its head, ruffle the feathers under the solution, dip the head, and quickly remove the bird from the bath. This treatment should be applied early enough in the afternoon so the birds will be dry before they go to roost. In cold weather the flock may be dusted with flowers of sulfur in much the same way as the pinch method is used for body lice.
All litter should be removed from the house and burned. Treat the interior of the house with carbolineum or crude petroleum as directed for red mites. Tear down and destroy all nests of sparrows.
Scaly-leg mite
This is essentially a mange mite of poultry. It affects the feet and legs chiefly, but may at times affect the comb. Scaly-leg is a contagious disease, being usually transmitted from one bird to another by contact with infected litter. The mites are very small and cannot be seen with the naked eye. They burrow underneath the scales of the feet and legs and, when numerous, force the scales outward, giving the feet and legs a crusted appearance (Fig. 54).
If the first hen noticed to be affected with this disease is of little value, it should be destroyed. The food value of the bird is not affected. The simplest home remedy for scaly-leg is dipping the feet and legs in pure crude petroleum. One or two treatments at intervals of two or three weeks may be necessary to effect a cure. If the disease is general in the flock, the house should receive a thorough cleaning and disinfecting. Remove and burn all the litter. Paint the roosts with carbolineum or crude petroleum.
THE FOWL TICK
These ticks are common in the southern states, but are